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Can you find the missing letters? (answers)

My friend Jatty and I decided to enter the school 
public speaking competition. The topic was, ‘It 
is inexcusable to be miserable’, which was an 
entirely suitable subject for two happy people 
like us to discuss.

We thought it would be advisable to write a 
script first. We were both capable debaters, 
but we thought it would be sensible to practise 
in case we made some terrible mistake. The 
trouble was, the more serious and responsible I 
tried to sound, the more impossible I found it to 
stop giggling.

Jatty was not helping. She was in full debating 
mode. ‘Presumably you think that if you are 
laughing uncontrollably the judges will be 
reasonably likely to think you agree with the 
motion,’ she intoned. ‘This might be true, but 
it is possibly a good idea to make a few useful 
points in between giggles.’

‘You are probably right,’ I spluttered, my 
shoulders visibly shaking.


