
English Writing 14.5.20 - Question marks, exclamation marks and full stops  

When we write a sentence we must include certain features to make it correct. That includes a capital letter at the beginning 

of a sentence – check below to see that they all begin with a capital. Then, at the end of a sentence, to show that it has 

finished you use a full stop. That allows a reader to see when one sentence is done, before the next one starts. Have you 

ever tried reading without using full stops? It makes it very hard to catch a breath! 

When you ask someone a question, in writing we need to indicate that a question is being asked so a ‘?’ symbol is used at the 

end. Questions might begin with words like when, do, why, can, would, what, where. If you’re unsure, once you’ve read it, 

think if it’s something that an answer needs to be given afterwards.  

An exclamation mark is used to show expression, either delight or shock. It could be that someone is very happy or excited 

and what they’re saying is exclaimed in a bigger way. In contrast, it could be a warning or worry that someone calls out with 

a more urgent tone so we use an exclamation mark for this. 

 

Find the answers on the following page to check how you have done. 

 

 

 



 

 


